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NOW A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIESViolet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent
children. They are charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately,
they are exceptionally unlucky.In the first two books alone, the three youngsters encounter a
greedy and repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune, a lumpy
bed, a deadly serpent, a large brass reading lamp, a long knife, and a terrible odour.In the
tradition of great storytellers, from Dickens to Dahl, comes an exquisitely dark comedy that is
both literary and irreverent, hilarious and deftly crafted. Never before has a tale of three likeable
and unfortunate children been quite so enchanting, or quite so uproariously unhappy.

From the Back CoverViolet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire are intelligent children. They are
charming, and resourceful, and have pleasant facial features. Unfortunately, they are
exceptionally unlucky.In the first two books alone, the three youngsters encounter a greedy and
repulsive villain, itchy clothing, a disastrous fire, a plot to steal their fortune, a lumpy bed, a
deadly serpent, a large brass reading lamp, a long knife, and a terrible odour.In the tradition of
great storytellers, from Dickens to Dahl, comes an exquisitely dark comedy that is both literary
and irreverent, hilarious and deftly crafted. Never before has a tale of three likeable and
unfortunate children been quite so enchanting, or quite so uproariously unhappy.Ages 10+About
the AuthorLemony Snicket had an unusual education which may or may not explain his ability to
evade capture. He is the author of the 13 volumes in A Series of Unfortunate Events, several
picture books including The Dark, and the books collectively titled All The Wrong
Questions.Brett Helquist's celebrated art has graced books from the charming Bedtime for Bear,
which he also wrote, to the New York Times–bestselling A Series of Unfortunate Events by
Lemony Snicket to the glorious picture book adaptation of Charles Dickens's A Christmas Carol.
He lives with his family in Brooklyn, New York.Michael Kupperman has done many illustrations
for such publications as Fortune, The New Yorker, and The New York Times. He frequently
writes scripts for DC Comics. This is his first book.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved.A Series of Unfortunate Events #2: The Reptile RoomOr, Murder!By Lemony
SnicketHarperCollins Publishers, Inc.Copyright © 2007 Lemony SnicketAll right
reserved.Chapter OneThe stretch of road that leads out of the city, past Hazy Harbor and into
the town of Tedia, is perhaps the most unpleasant in the world. It is called Lousy Lane. Lousy
Lane runs through fields that are a sickly gray color, in which a handful of scraggly trees produce
apples so sour that one only has to look at them to feel ill. Lousy Lane traverses the Grim River,
a body of water that is nine-tenths mud and that contains extremely unnerving fish, and it
encircles a horseradish factory, so the entire area smells bitter and strong.I am sorry to tell you
that this story begins with the Baudelaire orphans traveling along this most displeasing road,



and that from this moment on, the story only gets worse. Of all the people in the world who have
miserable lives-and, as I'm sure you know, there are quite a few-the Baudelaire youngsters take
the cake, a phrase which here means that more horrible things have happened to them than just
about anybody. Their misfortune began with an enormous fire that destroyed their home and
killed both their loving parents, which is enough sadness to last anyone a lifetime, but in the case
of these three children it was only the bad beginning. After the fire, the siblings were sent to live
with a distant relative named Count Olaf, a terrible and greedy man.The Baudelaire parents had
left behind an enormous fortune, which would go to the children when Violet came of age, and
Count Olaf was so obsessed with getting his filthy hands on the money that he hatched a
devious plan that gives me nightmares to this day. He was caught just in time, but he escaped
and vowed to get ahold of the Baudelaire fortune sometime in the future. Violet, Klaus, and
Sunny still had nightmares about Count Olaf's shiny, shiny eyes, and about his one scraggly
eyebrow, and most of all about the tattoo of an eye he had on his ankle. It seemed like that eye
was watching the Baudelaire orphans wherever they went.So I must tell you that if you have
opened this book in the hope of finding out that the children lived happily ever after, you might as
well shut it and read something else. Because Violet, Klaus, and Sunny, sitting in a small,
cramped car and staring out the windows at Lousy Lane, were heading toward even more
misery and woe. The Grim River and the horseradish factory were only the first of a sequence of
tragic and unpleasant episodes that bring a frown to my face and a tear to my eye whenever I
think about them.The driver of the car was Mr. Poe, a family friend who worked at a bank and
always had a cough. He was in charge of overseeing the orphans' affairs, so it was he who
decided that the children would be placed in the care of a distant relative in the country after all
the unpleasantness with Count Olaf."I'm sorry if you're uncomfortable," Mr. Poe said, coughing
into a white handkerchief, "but this new car of mine doesn't fit too many people. We couldn't
even fit any of your suitcases. In a week or so I'll drive back here and bring them to you.""Thank
you," said Violet, who at fourteen was the oldest of the Baudelaire children. Anyone who knew
Violet well could see that her mind was not really on what Mr. Poe was saying, because her long
hair was tied up in a ribbon to keep it out of her eyes. Violet was an inventor, and when she was
thinking up inventions she liked to tie her hair up this way. It helped her think clearly about the
various gears, wires, and ropes involved in most of her creations."After living so long in the city,"
Mr. Poe continued, "I think you will find the countryside to be a pleasant change. Oh, here is the
turn. We're almost there.""Good," Klaus said quietly. Klaus, like many people on car rides, was
very bored, and he was sad not to have a book with him. Klaus loved to read, and at
approximately twelve years of age had read more books than many people read in their whole
lives. Sometimes he read well into the night, and in the morning could be found fast asleep, with
a book in his hand and his glasses still on."I think you'll like Dr. Montgomery, too," Mr. Poe said.
"He has traveled a great deal, so he has plenty of stories to tell. I've heard his house is filled with
things he's brought from all the places he's been.""Bax!" Sunny shrieked. Sunny, the youngest of
the Baudelaire orphans, often talked like this, as infants tend to do. In fact, besides biting things



with her four very sharp teeth, speaking in fragments was how Sunny spent most of her time. It
was often difficult to tell what she meant to say. At this moment she probably meant something
along the lines of "I'm nervous about meeting a new relative." All three children were."How
exactly is Dr. Montgomery related to us?" Klaus asked."Dr. Montgomery is-let me see-your late
father's cousin's wife's brother. I think that's right. He's a scientist of some sort, and receives a
great deal of money from the government."As a banker, Mr. Poe was always interested in
money."What should we call him?" Klaus asked."You should call him Dr. Montgomery," Mr. Poe
replied, "unless he tells you to call him Montgomery. Both his first and last names are
Montgomery, so it doesn't really make much difference.""His name is Montgomery
Montgomery?" Klaus said, smiling."Yes, and I'm sure he's very sensitive about that, so don't
ridicule him," Mr. Poe said, coughing again into his handkerchief. "'Ridicule' means 'tease.'"Klaus
sighed. "I know what 'ridicule' means," he said. He did not add that of course he also knew not to
make fun of someone's name. Occasionally, people thought that because the orphans were
unforunate, they were also dim-witted.Copyright C 1999 Lemony SnicketContinues...Excerpted
from A Series of Unfortunate Events #2: The Reptile Roomby Lemony Snicket Copyright © 2007
by Lemony Snicket. Excerpted by permission.All rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may be
reproduced or reprinted without permission in writing from the publisher.Excerpts are provided
by Dial-A-Book Inc. solely for the personal use of visitors to this web site.Read more
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zigstar, “Incredibly recommended, especially to the target age group.. Favorite series as a kid.
Still as great now. The writing completely holds up. Sure, it won't be exactly "adult level" reading,
but it's not painful, childish or uninteresting like many children's books come to be as you grow
older. Lemony Snicket was and is, a great writer. Authoring great books with captivating rhetoric
and a true, progressive story. These miserable Bauldelaire children face horrible circumstances
and grow throughout the series. The way he writes their story is not only comprehensible to both
children and adults, it is very real and emotional (while the circumstances are exaggerated and
play out in a strange chaos a bit like Olaf's theatre troupe) and no description I could give would
do it justice. I like him, because he doesn't underestimate children in the way that he writes. It's
definitely a children's book, but he doesn't dumb it down one bit. Sure, it's overall pretty dark
(many Unfortunate Events occur) but he writes like this because he knows that his audience can;
in fact, comprehend it in both meaning and rhetoric. Even though, I know some parents may be
wondering if this is a bad book for their children because it is "too dark", I would recommend not
underestimating your child and base your decision on if you think they would be able to
understand it. Though these children are miserable and living miserable lives, it is not a bad
influence or harmful reading in the least. I have gained a lot from this series. If nothing else, I
gained empathy through their strife and loved them the whole way through. I admired their
strength and their bonds together. They take care of each other and love each other the entire
time, no matter what happens to them. They are each their strength and they each have the
ability to trust and never lose faith in the world. They are all intelligent; extremely so, and remain
strong as they are thrust into an unfriendly and disappointing world, due to A Series of
Unfortunate Events.”

Supified, “A great addition to the Series of Unfortunate Events. A series of unfortunate events is
an evolving tale which while aimed at children, can be very dark and starting this series you
should be aware this book continues that legacy. While book one seemed fairly innocuous in
lacking and on screen character deaths (book two technically does too) this is the first time you
are introduced to a character that you will both appreciate and will not make it to the end.If you
are familiar with the movie you may recall Jim Carey's over the top depiction of count Olaf. In the
first book (and I believe I remarked in the review) the character of Olaf is much less of a
bumbling idiot than a calculating and cold villain. I appreciate that a great deal in the book and
this book continues to give the character a very real sense of menace and foreboding. There
are plenty of instances in the movie where I thought the children could of made a bigger effect to
make their predicament known where as in the book the children make every reasonable effort.
Olaf for his part actually makes much more visible efforts to block them and these efforts are all
the more menacing and frightening.Additionally I found the adults to be a little more realistic in
this book than in the movie and book two is an improvement from book one. While I do find



Lemon's commentary about how terrible their lives to be a little over the top, as was in book one,
in book two I actually start to really see how they really are suffering. I took this to be a big
improvement.I would recommend this book and will continue to read the series, but I should
warn anyone planning to read this to their children that the dark nature is starting to rear its head
and might not be appropriate for some of the very young.”

Karl M, “The Reptile Room's Murderer. By Angelo Ferrarini A Series of Unfortunate Events tells
the story of three really smart children that become orphans and live a really miserable
childhood.In this volume called "The Reptile Room" they stay at Monty's beautiful house after
outsmarting count Olaf, right before he swears vengeance. The story takes place at lousy lane,
a disgusting road that smelled like fertilizer and at Monty's house which looked old and creepy
on the outside, but was really cozy inside.The special feature about Monty's house is this room
called "the reptile room" that was filled with... reptiles. Reptiles of all kinds, from snakes to turtles
and books all about them. Monty is planing a trip to Peru, but his assistant quit right before it, so
he has to hire someone else called Stephano to help him on the trip. As soon as the children see
him, they realize that he is just count Olaf in a disguise. The next day Monty gets "bitten" by the
Mamba Du Mal, one of the most venomous snakes in the world. Right away the children suspect
that count Olaf is to blame for this when they see that the Mamba Du Mal is still in its cage.From
now things go from bad to worse. Olaf is taking the children to the airport where they are going to
catch the flight to Peru, but fortunately they crash into Mr. Poe (the banker that in charge of the
orphan's money) on their way.Now the children must figure out a way to make Mr. Poe believe
that "Stephano" is really count Olaf.Because of the crash they all have to go back to the house.
At first Mr. Poe does not believe the children because of Olaf's costume. By the end of the book
he believes the children, but count Olaf is able to escape. I personally liked this book and I
would recommend it to anyone that can read a book that doesn't end with 'And they lived happily
ever after.'”

Lanelle D. Stumf, “Great Read for Book 2. I love the twists and turns for book two. My heart still
wants a happily ever after. I love how Lemony Snicket Writes!”

Vala, “A pleasant pastime not only for kids!. This book series caught my attention because of the
Netflix series with Neil Patrick Harris. And as I usually like reading the original books before
watching a movie / series, I gave this one a try.It is quite entertaining and very easy and fast to
read. I really enjoy the lecture especially after a long and stressful working day (so far I have read
books 1 - 6). This book series is just something you can switch your head off and can read it
through without the need to concentrate too much. The way Lemony Snicket writes is very easy
to follow and just makes you keep reading, even though the events in the book are
predictable.Also the illustrations by beginning of every chapter in the Kindle version are a
welcome change!The only thing I do not like is the patronising way to explain 'difficult' words - of



course those stories were written for children but even then I don't think that that much
explanation is actually needed.”

Oh Book It, “A Series of Unfortunate Events is my favourite series on Netflix. A Series of
Unfortunate Events is my favourite series on Netflix, so a few months ago I decided I was finally
going to buy the books and read the whole series, and I don't regret that decision.The Reptile
Room is the second book in the series and is much better than the Netflix series.The book
opens with Violet, Klaus and Sunny Baudelaire on their way to live with their uncle, Dr
Montgomery Montgomery, a semi-successful herpetologist with a large collection of reptiles.Dr
Montgomery's assistant, Gustav, left him without any notice just before the Baudelaire orphans
arrive, and his replacement, Stephano is strangely like Count Olaf.The thing I love about The
Reptile Room is the dark humour running throughout it. There are constant jokes that are
definitely not aimed towards children which make it such a fun book to read.It's funny, sad and
entertaining all at the same time and I really do wish I'd have read it when I was younger
because it's just the ideal book for me.”

Hayley, “If your looking for a good review.... Read elsewhere. Ha not that the book was bad just in
this case meaning my review skills aren't great. It still werids me out reading these because the
film crams it into one and I still picture Jude law reading this time I see billy connely as Monty
aswell haha so far enjoying the series ... If its the same for all 13 books mind you they might get
abit samey”

Frances, Oisín and Geraldine McCallan, “Amazing!. I chose this rating because I liked the way it
had slight humour but Snicket kept onto the fact that pretty much the whole content of the story
was misery. I also liked the way everything flowed nicely and everything made sense.”

The book by Rodman Philbrick has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 2,287 people have provided
feedback.
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